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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER TEXT OF LETTER (PARA 2) FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ. ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED TO POST. 

2. QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: ALLOW ME TO EXPRESS TO 

YOU ONCE AGAIN MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR COMING TO PANAMA 
TO WITNESS THE EXCHANGE OF INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION AND 
SIGNING OF THE PROTOCOL ON THE EXCHANGE OF THE NEW PANAMA 
CANAL TREATIES. THE ROAD THAT FINALLY LED US TO THIS 
HISTORIC OCCASION HAS BEEN LONG AND ARDUOUS. WITHOUT YOUR 
SUPPORT, INTEREST, AND VALUED ADVICE, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
MORE DIFFICULT THAN IT WAS, AND I THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN FOR 
ALL THAT YOU DID. 

I FOUND OUR MEETINGS EXTREMELY USEFUL, AND I FEEL CONFI- 
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DENT THAT THE CEREMONY IN PANAMA CITY MARKS A NEW 
BEGINNING IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ALL 
OF LATIN AMERICA. I AM CONFIDENT THAT THE ALREADY CLOSE 
BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION BETWEEN COLOMBIA AND 
THE UNITED STATES WILL GROW EVEN STRONGER. SINCERELY, 

JIMMY CARTER. UNQUOTE. VANCE 
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